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1941 September 23, 1904 

Reports from Habana. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Echemendia reports, September 7 and 14, 
as follows: Week endeu September 3, 1904: 

Vessels inspected and bills of health issued, 28; crew of outgoing 
vessels inspected, 1,118; passengers of outgoing vessels inspected, 860; 
pieces of freight passed (salted hides), 750. 

Mortuary report of Habana during the week ended September 3, 1904. 



Disease. 


Number ol 
deaths. 
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Total number of deaths, 81. 

Week ended September 10, 1904. Vessels inspected and bills of 
health issued, 21 ; crew of outgoing vessels inspected, 774; passengers 
of outgoing vessels inspected, 502; pieces of freight passed (salted 
hides), 450. 

Mortuary report of Habana during the week ended September 10, 1904. 



Disease. 


Number 
of deaths. 
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Enteric fever 


2 




1 






Total number of deaths, 83. 







Reports from Matanzas — Scarlet fever, enteric fever, and diphtheria — 

Unsanitary conditions. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, September 6 and 14, as 
follows: 

During the week ended September 3, 1904, bills of health were 
issued to 5 vessels leaving this port for the United States. 

The sanitary condition of the city remains unchanged. To the 
numerous cases of enteric fever and scarlatina prevailing are to be 
added 3 cases of diphtheria reported since my last writing. I am 
informed, from reliable source, that malarial fevers also are on the 
increase, due to many additional breeding places of mosquitoes unat- 
tended to, which have been furnished b}' the frequent heavy rains we 
are having of late. 



September 23, 1904 1942 

Mortuary statistics of the city of Matanzas from August SO to SI, 1904. 



Cause of death. 



Number 

of 
deaths. 



Bertillon 
number. 



Syncope, cardiac 1 

Meningitis '■ 2 

Debility, congenital I 1 

Tetanus, infantile ! 1 

Gastro-enteritis, acute j 1 

Tuberculosis i 6 

Paludism \ 1 

Lesion of heart, organic (unqualified) I 1 

Hemorrhage, cerebral I 1 

Broncho-pneumonia j 1 

Spasm of the glottis j 1 



Sfi 
HI 

157 
72 

105 
27 
4 
79 
fi'j 
92 



Total. 



Annual rate of mortality per 1,000, 12.92; estimated population, 48,000. 

Correction in regard to cost of water — Proposed improvements in water- 
supply system. 

Week ended September 10, 1904. 

Bills of health issued to 3 vessels bound for the United States via 
Cuban ports. 

One case of diphtheria, 3 cases of scarlet fever, and 1 case of enteric 
fever have been reported since last week. 

At the request of the manager of the Matanzas waterworks I beg 
to rectify my statement, under date of August 9, last, relative to the 
cost of the water supply to dwelling houses and public buildings in 
this city. a The items furnished me by the manager show that I had 
been totally misinformed on this subject. This private enterprise, 
although authorized by contract with the local government since 1872 
to charge as high as $4 Spanish gold per month, according to individual 
cases, for each supply of water to dwelling houses, having in view the 
distressing financial condition of the city, and in order to facilitate the 
distribution of water, has made considerable reduction in its prices of 
supply, from $1 up to $4, which gives an average of $2.63 Spanish 
gold per month. Moreover, 8 public hydrants have been installed free 
of charge in different sections of the city, accessible to the public, and 
the use of as many as 62 water faucets have been granted to poor 
widows, also free of charge. 

Out of the 5,000 houses, approximately, which comprise the city 
proper and its suburbs, there are only 1,746 which derive their supply 
of water f rom the main source, while the rest use it from wells, cis- 
terns, or buy it in barrels from public vendors who procure it from 
neighboring springs more or less suspicious in their origin, from a 
sanitary point of view. 

I am informed that the sanitary authorities having detected the pol- 
lution of the water supply from the city wells and other sources, will 
enact a-law, as soon as circumstances permit it, forbidding the use of 
water from these known contaminated sources, and directing the com- 
pulsory use of the water from the aqueduct as being the least con- 
taminated with the bacillus coli communis and the Eberth or typhoid 
bacillus, according to the examination recently made at the national 
laboratory in Habana. The recent overflowing of a river in the vicinity 

«■ See Public Health Reports, August 19, 1904, p. 1687. 



